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from this perspective, the changes that i discuss here all affect our lives in the next few years. the next
two chapters explain the changes that the singularity will bring.3 the singularity will radically alter our
perception of the universe, our place within it, and our goals. it will also change the human condition, for
both good and ill. we will discuss each of these changes in turn. vinge later concluded that the singularity
was inevitable, but not for another few decades. ray kurzweil is an important contributor to this debate.
in kurzweil, the singularity is near: when humans transcend biology, he states that the singularity is as
certain as the sunrise, and has been occurring regularly for 4.5 billion years. that is not to say that the
singularity will in any way constitute a danger to us, because there will be no technological singularity.
this is a famous conundrum in scientific thought. the mathematicians who have considered it have
concluded that the singularity will occur, and they have arrived at a mathematical formula for predicting
when this will occur. however, our current understanding of the physical universe is limited, and i am
concerned that the mathematics may be mistaken. but perhaps we will never know because we will not
exist to discover it. to be clear, i am not saying that the singularity will destroy us. the problem with our
current understanding of physics is not that it is faulty, but rather that the universe may be far stranger
than we can currently imagine. to continue our thought experiment, it might be helpful to consider what
will remain of us after the singularity. i believe that the singularity will occur within the next 20 to 40
years, and i believe that many of our most important activities will occur post-singularity. let’s say that
the singularity occurs in 2045. we will have a few decades to figure out what we will do. we will have time
to build and use our technology as we please, and we will not have to worry about the consequences of
our actions. it will be as if we live in an infinite future. in this world, we will be immortal. we will live
forever. we will live as long as we want to, and we will do whatever we want. we will take whatever risks
we choose. we will define the nature of life for ourselves.

                               2 / 4



 

Ray Kurzweil The Singularity Is Near Pdf 23

as i explain in more detail in the next chapter, history is a sequence of parallel events, not a sequential
one. we are not given a linear story in which events cause one another in a causal sequence. on the

contrary, the past is a sequence of events that are all occurring at the same time. history is not a causal
sequence of events, but a parallel sequence of events. it is not a sequence at all; it is a series. history is a
matter of what is happening at the same time, not a matter of what is happening before or after. in the

past, we knew nothing about what was happening at the same time, and that is why we could not see the
parallel nature of history. but as the world becomes more complex, we become better able to see the

parallel nature of history, and as a result, we can make more accurate forecasts about the future.
although the internet has been a remarkable achievement, it is still just that - an internet. in other words,

it is an instrument. the change that will result from the singularity will be the creation of informational
symbiotic relationships. just as the internet is a vast instrument of communication, the singularity will be
a vast instrument of computation. the information, ideas, and knowledge that we regard as essential to
human existence will be just as readily available in the singularity as they are today. the difference will

be that we will be able to use this knowledge to build our own symbiotic relationships at a scale and
speed that we could never otherwise achieve. all this has occurred within the human lifespan. once we
reach the singularity, we will be able to create better computers, faster computers, and computers that
can combine the wisdom of the world into a single intelligent being. this being will have the potential to

understand and then increase its understanding. as this happens, the rate of progress will approach
some critical threshold. the science fiction writer vernor vinge has pointed out that a similar rate of

progress is typical in biological evolution. we are not yet at the threshold in human evolution, but we are
close. the singularity will move us past that threshold, and will cause us to transition from biological to

non-biological evolution. this will result in an expansion of the scope of our actions, and a corresponding
increase in our capacity to understand. 5ec8ef588b
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